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neighbouring State. The Diet of Bratislava proclaimed this morning the
independence of Slovakia, Hungarian troops have crossed the frontier
of Sub-Carpathian Russia; and, in reprisal for incidents more or less
provoked, at Iglau, Briinn and elsewhere, the threat of a "crushing"
intervention of the Reichswehr hovers over Bohemia and Moravia.
According to rumours as yet unconfirmed, German detachments have
penetrated Czech territory at several points.

It is striking to note once again the rapidity and precision with
which Hitler's political plans have been accomplished, for it is beyond
any question of doubt that the present crisis is in accordance with a
carefully preconceived plan, of which Berlin holds the principal strings.
This Embassy has recently collected various information which leaves
no uncertainty on this point. On February 5 a National-Socialist of
standing, whose duties call for direct contact with the Fiihrer's
immediate circle, told one of my collaborators to be prepared for
developments in which a "dislocation" (Auflosung) of Czechoslovakia
would be unavoidable. In this case, he added, Slovakia would become
independent, Hungary would annex Sub-Carpathian Russia, and the
Reich would, in one form or another, obtain control of Bohemia and
of Moravia. It is this process of disruption, this dissection of Czecho-
slovakia, into three pieces, which is being brought about to-day.

In explanation of this astonishing gift of prophecy, one can admit
that the controlling circles of the Third Reich possessed at that time
most precise information of the attitude of the Slovak people. They
could form a better judgment of the developments in the situation
since they exercised a strong control over it. But there is a more
simple explanation; German policy had first decided upon its aims
in outline. After that all that remained was to find means of inventing
pretexts.

Now the partition of Czechoslovakia into three pieces allowed
Germany a revision, if not a complete change in her policy towards
that country. After Munich, the National-Socialist leaders officially
took upon themselves the task of maintaining, in its then reduced
limits, the integrity of the new Czechoslovak State. They considered
at that time that a vassal Czechoslovakia, obedient to the will of the
Reich would afford the latter a starting-point for her expansion towards
the South-East, an expansion which had only to follow the corridor
of Sub-Carpathian Russia to reach the oil-wells of Rumania and the
wheatfields of the Ukraine. Hence Germany's veto to the Hungarian-
Polish project of a common frontier, hence her stubborn determination
in Vienna on November 2 to safeguard the existence of an independent
Carpathian Ukraine within the frame of the Czechoslovak State.

To-day, Berlin does not hesitate to retract. The Nazi leaders are
renouncing the principle of Czechoslovakian integrity. They are
removing their opposition to the plan of a Polish-Hungarian frontier
on the Carpathians. It is interesting to speculate when, how, and
for what reasons this change of mind has occurred.

During the whole of the month of November and a part of the
month of December 1938 the inspired Press of the Reich never ceased'
to present the Belvedere arbitration as a fair compromise bringing